
1 
 

SPEECH NOTES – Minister Alan Winde  

 

Cape Agri Employer’s Association  

 

8 June 2017 

 

Opportunities for jobs and growth 

 

Thank agriculture sector for jobs and growth. 

 

When we embarked on Project Khulisa in 2014, 320 000 people were 

employed in agriculture and agri-processing. 

 

Today, over 400 000 people work in these sectors - an increase of 40 percent. 

These numbers demonstrate that demand led interventions, which are 

responsive to industry needs, work. 

 

As part of Project Khulisa, we also set ourselves the target of increasing wine 

exports to strategic markets, such as China.  

Between March 2016 and March 2017, the total volume of South African wine 

exported to China increased from 11 578 907 litres to 17 457 413 litres. I am 

especially encouraged by the growth of packaged wine exports to this 

market. 

 

We achieved these gains despite drought and an unsure and unclear 

political policy environment. 

 

Drought 

 

Also commend sector for resilience shown during period of drought and how 

they embraced SmartAgri. 
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Junk status downgrade and recession  

 

The Western Cape economy has consistently outperformed national over the 

last while. The provincial economy has become resilient, despite the drought, 

economic and political shocks. We’ve seen good performance in Project 

Khulisa’s focus sectors, specifically in tourism and agri processing. We also 

have the lowest broad unemployment rate. In the Western Cape, we will 

continue to focus on creating an enabling environment which encourages 

growth and jobs. 

 

The time is now for innovative entrepreneurs to explore new opportunities for 

jobs and growth. 

 

Brexit 

 

We have to ensure we do not lose traction on the engagements we have 

already had.  

 

We met with the Department of Trade in the UK, and agreed to continue 

talks on enabling trade between our regions. Their present concern is to 

prepare for Brexit and its possible implications. New trade agreements will 

have to be completed once Brexit is official. Minister Winde’s next step is to 

engage directly with the management of our biggest buyers from the UK. 

 

 

ICT and Tech 

 

One of the ways we will continue to grow our sector is to embrace tech and 

innovation. 
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Our co-ordinated climate change response plan, the SmartAgri project, is an 

example of this. A partnership with the private sector, and academia, 

SmartAgri showcases the strength of innovation and technology in 

responding to the challenges posed by the impact of our changing 

environment.  

 

We’ve already seen the value of technology through our Fruitlook service.  

Fruitlook provides real-time information to farmers on the actual water use of 

their crops. During 2016/17, the size of the area mapped on the online portal 

increased by 24%. 

 

Our smart-pen technology is contributing to the success of our extension 

programme, ensuring we continue to deliver high-quality agriculture advice 

to farmers. 

 

Another example is Cape Farm Mapper which is a combination of geospatial 

tools.  

 

With the Cape Farm Mapper, which you can download to your phone, you 

can search for a farm, view climatic parameters, determine broad 

agricultural potential or even draw and measure features for farm planning.  

 

We can use tech and innovation to become a leading agriculture centre. 

 

Western Cape’s role in growth of agriculture in Africa 

 

Approximately 65% of the continent’s working population is employed in the 

agricultural sector.  

 



4 
 

This continent has the world’s largest share of underutilised arable land. And 

Africa, along with Latin America, is seeing the fastest growth in the share of 

global farmland under cultivation.  

 

According to the UN, agricultural production must increase by 60 percent to 

meet the demand of the nine billion people who are expected to live on 

earth by 2050. 

 

Africa and the Western Cape are poised to play a vital role in meeting this 

challenge.  

 

ENDS 

 


